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Summary

Avoiding the well-trodden ground of epidemiological and

experimental facts in relation to the etiology of lung cancer, the

authors highlight certain puzzling aspects of the disease, such as

the excessive incidence of lung cancer and chronic bronchitis in

persons born in the British Isles, and the occurrence of certain

bizarre syndromes (e.g., Cushing’s syndrome, carcinoid syndrome,

neuropathy and myopathy) which sometimes accompany the development

of pulmonary neoplasms. The association between lung

cancer and other pulmonary diseases and the possibility of predicting

susceptibility and resistance to lung cancer are considered.

The authors make it clear that, in the light of present knowledge,

they have no doubt that tobacco plays a major role in the

induction of the disease, and they discuss possible mechanisms. In

this connection they point to the present unsatisfactory state of

model systems for studying the etiology of lung cancer in the laboratory.

Also emphasized is the importance of distinguishing between

fully carcinogenic and co-carcinogenic agents both in tobacco itself

and in the whole range of factors which may play a part in the

causation of the disease.
