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cancer research
A NATIONAL COUNCIL
NEEDED TO CONTROL
THE PURSE STRINGS

British scientists and the voluntary funds sup-
porting them have made possible great advances
in cancer research, But could our current research
effort be more effectively organised and

deployed? DAVID SPARK has been talking to Dr.
Roe, Reader in Experimental Pathology ot

N Britain at present
there is no labora-

tory adequately equipped
for studying the cancer-
inducing effects of

inhaled materials on the F.J.C.

lungs. Nor is there likely —the Institute of Cancer Research, who believes

to be in the foreseeable  that it could.

future. play in’ the total international would take the initiative in
Yet lung cancer is a major effort, work out the jobs we seeing that promising paths of

cause of premature death and ought to be doing and make research are pursued It

in recent years it has actually some arrangements to get would need to be flexible in

outlook, ready to encourage
new disciplines, not dominated
by those already in existence.

suitable space

reduced the average age at.them done if :
not already

which men die. and_facilities are
An inhalation research lab- available.

oratory would cost between  Cancer is not a disease with  There is a limit to the
£20,000 and £30,000, not an a solution just around the amount of co-ordination pos-
out-of-the-way  figure. But corner, waiting to be dis- sible or even desirable. Any-
whose job is it to provide it? covered in London or New- one responsible for distribut-

The Government-sponsored castle or Bradford or Paris. ing research funds has to take
funds and the = charitable Nor is it a giant jigsaw puzzle it on trust-that senior research
organisations . which support with just one -or two Kkey workers know what they are
the work that goes on in pieces missing. doing and are pursuing useful
laboratories, refuse in the It is a whole series of  inquiries. But a national coun-

cil could aim at a greater de-

diseases: requiring a whole L a &
gree of co-ordination of re- .

series of solutions. It requires
a campaign of often highly search than we have now.

_complex research which is It would also need to con-
likely to continue for as long Sider the possible development
as anyone can foresee. of more institutes for cancer

. research in Britain. At the
Main sources moment we have two provid-

normal way to provide money
for building new laboratories.
This is primarily up to univ-
ersities, which are no longer
the ideal places for most types
of cancer-research work.
Cancer research in 1967 usually
means a full-time job, not a

Mr. R. R. Robson, chairman of the South Shields branch of qtm.m_‘:._wr
Empire Cancer Campaign for Research, with some of the children of Would-

have Street, South Shields, from whom he received a do of £12 10s.

wdeli ' i ity - R . ing a full range of scientific
wamaw.%m Mm.m% :WMM__HM_MWW amwwwmm As  things stand, British services for research workers:
tants cancer research has Eq,mm the Imperial Fund’s laborator-
Scarce fund main sources of money: The jeg and the Institute of Cancer

i unas Qo<m§%ms»m~ EMJS& Mwm- Recearch, 'also in London

iy search Council, and two volun~ which has an annual budget
E_w«.mwm.m_mwﬂéimwﬂvowwgm.uw%hm tary funds — the Imperial now approaching £1lm. )
Cancer Research Fund and In -addition  there is the

cancer by immunological
methods, has just been built by
the Institute of Cancer Re-

search, using endowment
funds. But such funds are
scarce.

Al) this is an illustration of
how our -present organisation
of cancer research can fail to
eaver the ‘ground. It iz no-

the * British Empire Cancer
Campaign for Research. The
Imperial,” which is associated
with the Royal College of
Surgeens, runs its own re-
search .aboratories in Lincoln’s
Inn Field and Mii Hill,
London.  The BECCR was
formed . in the 19203 ‘o help

RS BN

Christie

Hospital in - Man-
chester, covering a nharrower

In North

" There is a good case for
developing all three of these

range.

-and also for developing further

institutes; L one. in s Yorkehire
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